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Rebecca Siegel, a Cancer Society
epidemiologist. 28,007; women, 27,951.

Breast: Men, 380; women, 41,620.

I Prostate: Men, 29,554.
Experts are attributing the success to

declines in smoking, and the earlier Source: AP. National Center for
detection and more effective treatment of Health Stati’stics

tumors. Death rates have fallen for lung,
breast, prostate and colorectal cancer,
according to American Cancer Society

officials, who analyzed the federal death RELATED
data.
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Those are the four most common cancers,
which together account for 51 percent of all
U.S. cancer deaths.
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The breast cancer death rate has been
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detection and better treatment. The colon
and rectum cancer death rate, shrinking by
2 percent each year since 1984, is also Cancer C
attributed to better screening. The prostate
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percent annually since 1994, though the Diseases O
reasons for that are still being studied.
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The lung cancer death rate for women,
however, has held steady, a sign that
reflects a lag in the epidemic among women, who took up smoking later.

The total number of cancer deaths among women actually rose by 409 from 2002 to
2003. Among men, deaths fell by 778, resulting in a net decrease of 369 total cancer
deaths.

With such a small drop in deaths, it's possible they will rise again when 2004 data is
tabulated, said Jack Mandel, chairman of epidemiology at Emory University's Rollins
School of Public Health.

Cancer is diagnosed more often in older people than younger people, and the large
and aging population of Baby Boomers may push cancer statistics a bit. Even so, that
should be offset by treatment improvements and declines in smoking and cancer
incidence.

"I still think we're going to see a decline," Mandel said.

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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