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RE: CDC HIV/AIDS Death Statistics

Dear Dr. Gerberding,
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From 1992 to 2/28/07, the death rate from HIV/AIDS in California's newly
infected patients has fallen 99 percent from just under 10,000 to 140i(one­
hundred forty) and the overall death rate in our state has fallen 89 percent from
almost 8,000 to 896 (eight-hundred ninety-six) through 1/31/06.ii

This great success is being repeated throughout the fifty states. Indeed, our
organization contacted the Departments of Health in all fifty states and the
District of Columbia and their combined mv/AIDS death total for their most

recent reported period is 12,008.iii Since many only report through 2003 and 2004
and great success has been achieved since then, it is most probable that 12,008 is
an excessively high figure.

Yet, the CDC has reported estimated HIV /AIDS deaths at 16,316 to 17,453 every
year for the past five years. iv

In giving over 300 presentations throughout America asking that the great
success ofHIV advocates and researchers be recognized, including 100 in the
Senate and House office buildings to legislative health aides working for
members of the Appropriations Subcommittees, your statistics are routinely
questioned.

I join with our 28-member Board of Directors as co-signers of this letter in
respectfully requesting that you initiate a review ofHIV/AIDS death statistical
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