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House OKs big boost in AIDS spending

$50 billion would go to fighting diseases in Africa, elsewhere
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credited with saving more than 1 million lives in Africa in the largest

U.S. investment ever to fight a single disease.
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immunodeficiency virus, said Rep. Howard L. Berman, a California Democrat who is
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. "We have a moral imperative to act and

to act decisively," he said.

The House voted 308-116 to extend and broaden the $15 billion President's Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief, which President Bush promoted and Congress enacted in 2003. It
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passing in an election year during

To advance the legislation, conservatives gave up a provision in the 2003 law that requires
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LOCAL JOBS one-third of HIV-prevention funds to be spent on abstinence programs. The new legislation

mcareoiier’ directs the administration to promote "balanced funding for prevention activities" in target

countries.
CONSTRUCTION
DENTAL Liberals accepted restrictions on the participation of family-planning groups in AIDS
BUDGET MANAGER programs. Conservatives, concerned that money might be diverted to promoting abortion,
ADMINISTRATIVE pushed for a provision that would allow the use of funds for HIV/AIDS testing and
ASSISTANT counseling services in family-planning programs supported by the U.S. government.
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