
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH &. HUMAN SERVICES

February 9, 2009

Richard Darling, D.D.S.
President and CEO
The FAIR Foundation

78629 Bougainvillea Drive
Palm Desert, California 92211

Dear Dr. Darling:

Public Health Service

Nationa I Institutes of Health

I am responding to your letter of December 28, 2008. According to our records, we responded in August
2007, October 2003, and May 2001 to three previous letters you addressed to my predecessor on the same
topic, the allocation of Research and Development (R&D) funding for research on HIV /AIDS.

We appreciate your continued interest, but it is difficult to add anything new to the information we have
provided in the previous letters. As we pointed out, you have chosen to consider only deaths of Americans
to determine your assessment. To do so ignores the essential fact that AIDS is a global public health crisis
that has already killed more than 22 million people around the world. UNAIDS reports that in 2007 alone,
more than 33 million people were estimated to be living with HIV/AIDS; 2.7 million people were newly
infected; and 2 million died of AIDS-related illnesses.] It is an infectious disease that is continuing to
spread and, in some cases, to mutate, devastating communities and crucial socioeconomic infrastructures
around the world. It has been declared a threat to our national security, and the United Nations General

Assembly declared it "a global emergency and one of the most formidable challenges to human life and
dignity ...which undermines social and economic development throughout the world and affects all levels of
society - national, community, family and the individual." The AIDS pandemic has an impact on business
enterprises, households and families, agricultural production and famine, military preparedness, healthcare
systems, education, economic growth, and the political stability of nations around the world.

In t~e United States, HIV/AIDS remains an unrelenting public health crisis. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDe) reports that in the United States, more than a million people are infected
with HIV. CDC has released new statistics showing that the number of annual new infections was actually
higher than previously estimated (approximately 56,300 new infections per year), and the incidence of new
infections has not declined for more than a decade. Since the beginning of the AIDS epidemic, there have
been more than 565,000 cumulative AIDS deaths in the U.S? While new drugs are extending the lives of
HIV -infected individuals in the U.S., use ofthese drugs has now been associated with a series of side
effects and long-term complications that may have a negative impact on mortality rates. The appearance of
multi-drug resistant strains ofHIV presents an additional serious public health concern.
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